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033105 

R 191420Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9656 
INFO AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
USMISSION MTN GENEVA 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

UNCLAS HELSINKI 332 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, FI, PL 

SUBJECT: POLAND AND FINLAND TO RENEW NEGOTIATIONS ON "FREE TRADE" 
AGREEMENT 

REF: 75 HELSINKI 2306 

1 . PRESS FEB 19 REPORTED THAT FINLAND STARTING NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
POLAND AT BEGINNING OF MARCH ON "FREE TRADE" AGREEMENT PARALLELING 
THOSE PREVIOUSLY CONCLUDED WITH BULGARIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, AND 
HUNGARY. POLISH INTRODUCTION OF CUSTOMS TARIFF AT BEGINNING OF 
YEAR PROVIDES FINNS A BASIS FOR RENEWING TALKS. 

2. FINNISH TRADE WITH POLAND SINCE 1970 ON CONVERTIBLE CURENCY BASIS 
WHEREAS FINNS HAVE CLEARING AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER EE COUNTRIES 
EXCEPT CZECHOSLOVAKIA. FINNISH EXPORTS TO POLAND IN 1975(FOB 
BASIS) COVERED ONLY 42 PERCENT OF IMPORTSICIF BASIS), DUE IN 

PART TO ENERGY CRISIS INDUCED OVER-BUYING OF POLISH COAL AT HIGH 
PRICES. FINNS WANT TO RESTORE BALANCE TO TRADE WITH POLAND, 
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